
T
he personal expression of art was the 
medium of choice for veteran Hai-
tian-rooted NYPD Detective Patrick 
Alexis and late MTA subway mainte-
nance worker Marvin Franklin, whose 

hard and heartening workplace moments 
are on display in the FiveMyles gallery’s “All 
in a Day’s Work” exhibition, opening Satur-
day in Brooklyn, from 5:30 to 8 p.m.

Through Feb. 6, visitors to the two-person 
show will see the good, bad and the ugly of 
these city workers’ daily experiences — cap-
tured in paintings by Alexis and drawings 
by Franklin. The FiveMyles gallery is at 558  
St. Johns Place in Crown Heights.

The immediate aftermath of a domestic 
abuse situation and the tension NYPD of-
ficers feel just before entering an apartment 
are among the images captured by Alexis.

FiveMyles gallery director Hanne Tier-
ney, noted that some community members 
had reservations about showing the Black 
detective’s works because of strife between 
the Black community and police.

Alexis explained that his paintings are 
windows into the lives of NYPD officers 
highlighting “what police officers see, think 
about and what they fear.”

Crown Heights resident Michelle Samedi 
felt that Alexis’ paintings show the “human 
side of policing,” and decided to co-curate 
the show.

“With his paintings, he asks the question 
of how do communities and the police re-
form themselves?” said Tierney.

Franklin, who worked for the MTA for 
20 years, died in a 2007 subway accident, 
but left a wealth of artworks — close to 40 
notebooks of drawings.

He studied at the Manhattan Art Students 
League during the day and worked on the 
subway tracks at night, where he captured the 
transit system’s subterranean world of commut-
ers and the homeless — using an 11x14-inch 
sketchbook and ballpoint pen.

Brooklyn artist Barbara Campisi introduced 
Tenley Franklin, Franklin’s widow, to Tierney 
and that led to the exhibition of the late MTA 
worker’s drawings.

“The drawings capture the loneliness of the 
subway at night — vacant stares, heads tilted in 
sleep, a mother’s lap used as a pillow for her 
children’s heads,” Tierney explained. Franklin’s 
notebooks and drawings have been curated by 
Campisi.

Gallery hours are Thursday through Sunday, 
from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m., or by appointment only. 
Tierney can be reached by email at hanne@
fivemyles.org or call (718) 783-4438.

Kids’ book about former PM
The childhood and rural upbringing of for-

mer Jamaican Prime Minister Portia Simpson 
Miller is displayed in “Portia Dreams,” a colorful 
children’s book called “the celebrated story of 
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the girl from deep rural Jamaica and who rose 
from humble circumstance to occupy the na-
tion’s highest political office as its first female 
prime minister.”

The 56-page authorized biography — for 
young readers aged 8 to 11-years-old — was 
written by Opal Palmer Adisa, the former 
director of the University of the West Indies’ 
Institute for Gender and Development Studies. 
It was illustrated by self-taught artist Wayne 
Powell.

The book retails for $10. For information 
about buying the book, email Lincoln Rob-
inson, the Portia Simpson Miller Foundation 
Book Project Coordinator, at lincrob55@
gmail.com.

Paralegal training
New American Chamber of Commerce 

will start 2022 with its Paralegal Certificate 
Program Orientation on Thursday, from 6 p.m. 
to 8 p.m.

This is a mandatory orientation that is open 
only to paralegal students who have completed 
their registration in the program and paid the 
$550 fee, which covers the extensive, yearlong 
course.

The topics covered in the program — being 
conducted via Zoom due to the COVID-19 
pandemic — include an introduction to CALI 
(the Center for Computer-Assisted Legal 
Instruction), an introduction to CLIO Legal 
Software, and many other resources.

To learn about the program and register, 
visit chambercoalition.org and select “Parale-
gal Certificate Program” from the “Programs” 
menu.

Call (718) 722-9217 and send email to info@
mynacc.org for information on the Paralegal 
Program, the “Benefits for Tax Preparation” 
session on Jan. 13, the five-part Small Busi-
ness Boot Camp Seminar on Feb. 16, and the 
“Workers’ Compensation Law - Why Should I 
Hire a Lawyer?” workshop on Feb. 19.

Get the shot: 1st vaccinated RN
Jamaica-born nurse Sandra Lindsay — the 

first person in the U.S. to receive a COVID-19 
vaccine — is making news again by advocating 
vaccinations for the public.

Lindsay, an ICU nurse at Northwell Health 
system’s Long Island Jewish Medical Center 

in Queens, has been “promoting the shots 
on panels, in Zoom town halls and at other 
events,” The Associated Press reported.

“I encourage people to speak to experts who 
can answer their questions, to access trusted 
science. I let them know that it’s OK to ask 
questions,” said Lindsay, who has spoken at 
events in the U.S. and Jamaica.”

The federal Centers for Disease Control 
rates Jamaica a “moderate” Level 2, recom-
mending that all visitor to the country be “fully 
vaccinated before traveling.”

Caribbeat now appears every other week. 
To submit items for Caribbeat, send email to 
caribbeatnewyork@gmail.com.

 NYPD Detective Patrick Alex’s artwork (top) shows the aftermath of a domestic violence 
incident. Nurse Sandra Lindsay (above), the first person in the U.S. to get COVID vaccine 
shot, is urging others to do the same.
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